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APPENDIX A: SIMONIDES' POEM 

ON PLATAEA 


Texts: Parson~ 1992; West, fEG" FF 1I~17; Sider, in Boedeker and Sider 
2001: 13-29. The text reproduced below is that of Sic:er (see p. xii) with 
minor corrections of typographical errors. The translations are our own. 
Discussions: (select): AJoni 1997; Boedeker 2001 a (orig. Igg6), 200I b 
(orig. 1998); Schachter 1998; Shaw 2001. 

F II Death qf Achilles, sack qf Tr~)i) invocation qf the Muse, marching out if the 
Spa/tan anrty? (PO:ty 2327 fro 5 + 6 + 27 col. i + 3965 fro I + 2) 

1}c;xj[..Jq.[ 
Tl1TlTVV EV ~"O'[O'W$ 

VA070\.101 TO:\.1[VWO'I 
1TOAAOv 15' t~pwO'f 

19s A0:6" f 
1l0:7ploKAOV O'C;X[ 

0" €5] ¢\.1O:O'O'EV £q> [ 
CiAA'VTI 'A1T0AA)WVOS XElpl[ 

]qEOVO'0:1T. [ ........ (.J 0'7 [ 
--;:;c::; - IIp]!alJov 1TaLO'i X[....]O\.1[ 

v'AAE~a)Y9P91O KO:K6q>p[ovo]S, wer·... [ 
- = --j. edl1S aplJO: KaeEiAE 5!~[11$. 

-= --]v 1TEperO:VTES exo1l51IJov [- v 'I] KOVTO 

oTerlv €1T' a6a]Y0:7ov KeXVTa! KAEOS o'![opoS] 
EKl1TI 

OS 1Tap' i01T)i\OKa\.1WV 5E~O:To lllEpi5[wv 

exAM. d'V Ilk] v vvv Xo:iPE, eEO:S EpIKV[OEO$ v!e 

stru[ck] ... 

or a pine tree in the gla[des] ... 

woodcutters should fe[ll] 

and much .. . 


5 	 ... the army .. . 
· .. Patrloclus'1 
· .. [subJdued ... 
... [by Apoll]o's hand ... 

10 	 ... with the children of[Pr]iam 
· .. of evil-minded lNexa]nder ... 
· .. the chariot of divine justice 
destroyed. 
having sacked ... famous in 

song, came .. . 
[lx'st of herJoes, the valiant 

Danaans,[ 
15 [on whom im]mortal glory has 

been poured, by the aid of a 
lnan 

[who] received [from the 
violet]-tresscd Muses of 
Picria 

[the entire truJ th and [made] 
famous to later men 

the quickly-dying race of 
[dem]igods . 

... now farewdl, [son of] the 
very farnam divine 

315 
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Movcrcx, 
Ei 1T€p y' av] 6pwm.:JY EVX0>lEVW [V >lEAECXI' 

EVTVVOJy Kai Tov5 [e >leAJi<ppova K [6cr~ov 
aoJloTis 

ll>lETHPliS, 'ivcx Tl? [~vi)J <!~"!<;x! 

Cxv8pc:0]v, 01 ~lTapT[r)l =-= 80VA10V i'\~]cxp 

] a~VvrJ··[ ]C:J [ 
OVo'6PEhTiSEM6r~VT; ~ oVPCXVOiJ [i) KJ li$ 

KCXt KASOS 6]y6p01TC:JY [ECYO-n]<;x! 
a66vCXTo<V>. 

-.= EV]PWTCXV Kcxrl LlT6pTllls &CYTV AmOVT[es 

- = -]ZllVOS lTalcrl crvv tlTlT006>l01$ 

Tvvocxpi8CX]!S T\pWCYI Kat evpvj3i1l1 MEveA6w[1 

-=mlT]pwlliS llYE>lOves IT[O]~EOS, 
TOVS o'vio, eeiOlO KAEO]~j3[p]6"!ov E~[CX]y' 

OplaT[OS .. 

Jay. ncxvcrcxvlCXS. 
- = _.= - v]. Kai ElTIKAECX epycx kopfv[6]ov 

TavTaAi8~ neAOTIOS 
-=-=- NHcrov lTOAIV, evecx lTI:p W[AAOl 

<pUAa TIeplKTloVWV 
q~l 1TETIOI6oT~S, 01 oe crvv[ 

-=-=-11 ~]f?<;XT9V molov 
-=-=- ncxv]ol9VOS e~E[i\6:cra]vTes 

-.=-=- KEKp] 91TOS aV'n6e9Y[ 

].s 5cx>lo:crcxVT[ 


20 	 [daughter] ofl\ereus of the sea. 
But! 

[invoke1you as my helper, 
i~lustriou]s Muse, 

[if you have a for men 
who pray, 

[prepare] also this pleasing 
a[rray] of ou':" song, 

in order that someone shall 
remember ... 

25 me] n who for Sparta ... da [y of 
slavery] 

· .. defend ring] 
rnor] were they forgetful of 

Ival] our ... reach ing to 
heaven, 

[and the fame] Jfmen [shall] 
be immortal. 

[They], leaving behind the 
[Eur] otas and the city of 
[Sparta], 

go [set out] with the horse-taming 
sons of Zeus 

[the Tyndarid] heroes and 
mighty Menelaus, 

· .. leaders of their ancestral city, 
[those whom the: SOlI of 

excellent Cleo]mbrotus led 
out, the best man, 

..Pausanias. 
35 	and the famous deeds ofCarinth 

· .. ofPelops the son ofTantalus 
..city of [NJi~us, where indeed 

the o[thers] 
· .. tribes of neighbours 
... trusting in the [porte]nts [of 

the gods], they who with ... 
40 ... ~o]vely (?) plain 

· .. ofPan]dion having sallied 
forth (or having driven out) 

· .. of godlike [Cecr]ops ... 
· .. they having) subdued ... 

vVhen this, the longest fragment, begins, the poet is speaking ofthe death of 
Achilles (5-7). He mentions Homer and the fame conferred on the heroes 
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of Troy (IS-I8). At line 19, he bids farewell to Achilles, and turns to his 
own theme, which begins with the departure of the Spartans from horne 
for Plataea. The poet most likely means to equate the heroes of the Trojan 
War with the recent 'heroes' of the Persian wars (Parsons 1992: 32). This 
scenario, even in its fragmentary state, seems a far cry from R.'s account 
(6-n). Simon. presents a glorious departure, with the Tyndaridae and 
Menelaus accompanying Pausanias (2S-34; most likely the army carried 
carved images of them: Parker 1988: 147). In R., by contrast, the Spartans 
march out at night after a protracted campaign of delay by the ephors, 
who kept putting off the ambassadors from Athens, Plataea, and Megara 
(8. and send out the army only when persuaded by the Tegean Chileus 
(9). It is also striking that at lines 30-31 bmh of the Tyndaridae arc said to 
accompany Patcsanias to Plataea, since according to H. (S.75) the Spartans 
passed a law that one of the Tyndaridae had always to remain in Sparta 
with one of the kings whenever the other king went on campaign; this was 
in reaction to the dissension between the kings Cleomenes and Demaratus 
during their abortive invasion of Attica in c. 506. For further discussion 
see Hornblower 2001: 140-2, who suggests that Simon. was portraying the 
Dioscuri not as images, but rather as being present to the Spartans through 
a religious epip:lany. 

Lines 3S-41 may relate to the arrival of the Spartan army at the Isthmus 
(36), at Megara (37), and at Eleusis (40). Line 41 possibly refers to the 
Athenians joini '1g up with the Pelopormesians at Eleusis, OJ (alternatively) 
the Spartans d:-iving the Persians from the land of Pandion, i.e. Attica. 
Line 42 in particular has been the subject of much speculation. West reads 
j.ACXVlnOs, and !;ees this a~ a reference to Tcisamenus, relating it to the 
sacrifices mentbned by H. at [g.:.I (although Teisamcnus is first mentioned 
by H. at 33). Pa-:osons, however, and most other editors read KEKp] 91!OS and 
refer this t? the Spartan rescue of Athens (the land ofCecrops). It must be 
stressed, however, that since these lines have been heavily restored on the 
basis ofR., the danger of circularity is extremely great. 

F I3 Spartans t(lke up position on the Asopus? (PO:g 2327 fro 27 col. ii) 
'o<pp' o:no j.AEV M~5[wv so that from the Med[esJ 

Kcxl nspO'c0v, [lc0poV 5[E and Persians, and tolfor Doros' 
TICXlO'i 1<cxl 'H pCXKAE9'? r IO and Rerades' children ... 

olJ 5' ETIE! ES TIE'3iov [ who, when they lwcnt?J into the plain ... 
si]q-wTIoi 5'E:p[ex]vEY[ and [the Medes?] appe0red in sight of. .. 
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F 14 Prophery qf Teisamenus or oj a divine speaker? (PO>;), 3965 fro z r) 
]C;X50v l3aAAo~~[v ... throw ... 

A]SYW TIOTO:~oV ~C;X[ · .. I say of the river ... 
]p\jJCXI TIPWTO: ~[l]'Tl[ · .. first of all ... 

6Elvov Cq.1CX1] IJOKE';9V TE ~O:J> [6v 5 ... [irre]sistible evil ... 
IJvi]] IJ'TlV illJO:TO: TIaVT[0: · .. for all tim( ... 

E~ 'A] q\ ['Tl] s EAOa~l VEVqO:VTO [5 · .. shall drive [out of 
A]si[a], having nodded in 
approval 

· .. favouring a n[ew] (or 
[commo]n) alliance 

For the thesis that this fragment is part of the prophecy mentioned by 
H. (36) see West ap. lEG' F I4; I993: 8-9. It is possible, however, that 
the prophecy in Simon. is not delivered by Teisamenus, but by a divine 
speaker (as suggested by Rutherford ;,WOI: 48). At least as West restores 
it, the prophecy is too elaborate to be the result of divination by extispicy 
(the examination "f entrails: see 33.I nn., 36n.), though it is possible that 
Simon. had Teisamenus divine in some other, less prosaic manner. West 
I993: 9 cites the example ofHelenus, who somehow intuits or overhears the 
deliberations of the gods at It. 7.44-53 (see Kirk I990: 236--8). In H.'s ac
count, by contrast, Teisamenus is only concerned with whether the Greeks 
should cross the A.sopus river or not; and that is the standard type ofquestion 
which a seer was competent to answer. Moreover, the fame ofTeisamenus 
rested on his five victories, of which Plataea was the first. At the time when 
Simon. composed his poem Teisamenus' role may not have seemed as . 
significant as it did a generation or so later. See further Flower 2000: 67 n. g. 

FF 15-16 The roll1 ojthe Corinthians (Plut . .vlal. Her. 87zd+ PO~ 3965 F 5) 
I-lEO'(l'OlS 0' 01 T' 'E'l'~lpllv TToAVTTioCXKCX and in the middle both those who dwell 

Va1€TaOVTES, in many--fountained Ephyra, 
TTCXVTOtllS apETil'i IOP1ES EV TToAEj.lWI men well versed in ev(~ry sort of 

excdkncc in war, 
Ot TE TTOA\V rACXVKolO KOplVelOV a(l'T\I and those who inhahitin~ the 

VEI-lOVTES Corinthian town, Glaukos' city, 
[ - KaAA!(l'TOV j.lapTVV ... e~tablished for themsdves the f;,ireSl 

116EvTo 1TOVWV witness of their toils, 
XPV(l'OV Tlj.lT)€VTOS EV CXieEpl' Kcxi (l''l'!V the precious gold in the "ky, and it shall 

6:E~E! magnify lor them 
CXtlTWV T' EDPETcxv KAT)OOVCX Kcxi both their own far-famed glory and that 

TTCXTEPWV of their fathers. 
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Whereas in H. the Corinthians are part of the group that disobeys Pausa
nias' order and misses the-battle (52, 69.1 with nn.), in Simon. they seem 
to be given a prominent role in the battle: see Boedeker 2001 a: 132. It is 
unclear, however, whether the words IJEcrcrolS 6' 01 T'refer to the Corinthi
ans being merely stationed in the middle of the battle line (as Luppe 1994 
maintains) or actually fighting in that position. The latter interpretation, 
however, is supported by Plut.'s remark here, 'But as for the Corinthians 
and the position in which thry fought the barbarians (TO:Sl\! l1v EIJO:XOVTO TOts 
f30pf3o:pOlS) and the consequence which the battle ofPlataea had for them, 
it is possible to learn this from Simonides.' In addition, the remark that 
they 'established for themselves the fairest witness of their toils' (4) suggests 
that they actuaUy took part in the pitched battle, rather than that they were 
simply stationed in the battic line. In any case, the praise which Simon. has 
heaped upon the Corinthians cannot be reconciled with their role in H., 
which is nothing more than to endure harassment by the Persian cavalry. 

F 17 Hnal battl., near the sanctuary afDemeter? (P0>01 3965 fro 19) 
L:.1J !;lllT[ Dcrrtet[rionJ (or Dcmet[cr]) ... 
X[plfil-lo 6[ thing .. . 
<jl~ 61: 6v[ says .. . 
aypETO cr~ [ ? ... 

°llpcw [ 5 for a long time ... 
TOUS o[ them 
pVcrloy [ reprisal (?) ... 

It has been claimed that this fragment refers to the battle near the temple 
ofDemetet mentioned by H. at 62.2 and 65.2. See Parsons 1992: 40; West 
1993: 9· Rutherford 2001: 49 and Boedeker 2001 a: 130 suggest that PVcrlOY 
(7) might refer to reprisals taken by Demeter for the Persian violation of 
her temple; if '0, Simon. was more explicit than H. as to the extent of the 
goddess' participation (see Intr. §6c). 
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