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APPENDIX A: SIMONIDES’ POEM
ON PLATAEA

Texts: Parsons 19g2; West, IEG* FF 11-17; Sider, in Boedeker and Sider
2001: 13—29. The text reproduced below 1s that of Sider (see p. xiij with
minor corrections of typographical errors. The translations are our own.

Discussions: (sclect): Aloni 1g97; Boedeker 20012 {(orig. 1996}, 2001b

{orig. 1998); Schachter 1968; Shaw 2001.

F 11 Death of Achilles, sack of Troy, invocation of the Muse, marching out of the
Spartan army? (POxy 2327 .5 + 6 4+ 27 col. i + 3065 fr. 1 + 2)

el ol
A ity by Brioloag
UAoTouot Tau[vwot
ToAASY & {ipdo|
los Aady [
Hotp|dkiou ogf
o’ &8 dpaooey &
SAN Ut ATTOAA] covos Xst{:‘l[
Joeouoarr.f........oJoT]
- ~Tlpliduov ot ¥[....Jou[
- < AreE&] vBporo kakdeplovols, o . .. {
~=5-]. Bsing &pua keBeine Six[ns.

—-T% v mrépoavTes &oidpov [-~ fkovro
~ TS ey Qytpayol Aavaoi]

olow &’ &B&]varrov kéxuTan Khéos &u[8pa]
gknTi

&s map’ o] hokduwy SéEato MiepiS[wv

- =T -18einv kad émcovupov b1r[AoTéplooty
-7 {186y drupopov yeven[v,

EAAG ob uE]v viv yodpe, Beds tpucu[Bos ulk

5

strufek] . ..

or a pine iree in the glaldes] . ..

woodcutters should fefll} . ..

and much. ..

...thearmy...

... Patrfoclus’]

... [sub]dued...

.. [by Apolllo’s hand . ..

.. with the children of {Pr]iam

.. of evil-minded [Alexajnder. ..

...the chariot of divine justice

destroyed.

having sacked. .. famous in
song, came.. .

[vest of herjoes, the valiant
Danaans,|

[on whom im}mortal glory has
been poured, by the aid of a2
man

[who] received [from the
wiolet]-tressed Muses of
Picria

[the entire trujth and [made}
famous to later men

the quickly-dying race of
[dem]igods.

.. .now farewell, {son of] the
very famous divine
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KoUpns eiﬁ]a?\iou Nrpéos alrdp Eyw | 20 [daughter] of Nereus of the sea.
Butl
KIKATLoKw] ¢ Errikoupov Euol, e —je [invoke] you as my helper,
Moloa, i{llustriou]s Muse,
&l Trep Yy av]BpioTrooy elyoptve[v péhear [if you have a care?] for men
who pray,
gvruvoly kad TOVB[e usA]ippova x[douov [prepare] also this pleasing
&o]181is afrray] of our song,
fueT]épns, tva Tis [wwn]oeTon Yle-— in order that somneone shall
remember . ..
&uBpdlv, of Emdpt{m 7= -5 Sovhov Aujap 25 me|n who for Sparta. .. dafy of
slavery]
] éuwvf 1.0 loof ...defending] . ..

oU8 &pel Ths EAdB ovTo v — T v olpavou[nK]ns  [nor] were they forgerful of
jvallour. . .reaching to

heaven,
kai KAéos &]vBpdrov [Booet]a [and the fame] of men (shall]
dBdvarro<y>, be immortal.

-5 EY] partav kali Zméaprrls &oTu AMmdvT(es [They], leaving behind the
[Eur]otas and the city of

[Sparta],
~T% ] Znvds Tenot ouy Immoedéuog 30 [set out] with the horse-taming
sons of Zeus
TuvBopida]is fipwot kat edpuPim Meverdooft [the Tyndarid] heroes and
mighty Menelaus,
— T TIOUT | POoINS Y Epodves 0] Aeos, ... leaders of their ancestral city,
ToUs 8 vids Beloto KAso]upip]oTov E¢[o]y” [those whom the son of
&piorfos ’ excellent Cleo]mbrotus led
out, the best man,
Jery. Navoavics. ..Pausanias.
oo S5 — o], kad ETihéa Epya Kopiv]Blou g5 and the famous deeds of Corinth
-8~ Tevtodidew TTeAoTros ... of Pelops the son of Tantalus
—=%—3v— N]ioou oA, Bvba Trep &[AROL ..city of [N]isus, where indeed
the o[thers]
- T — v -] @UAX TrEPIKTIOVGOV ... tribes of neighbours
-~ TS - ] gt TEToI8dTES, of 58 ouv| ... trusting in the [porte]nts [of
the gods], they who with . . .
—T —T — |} ] porTov TrEdiov 40 ... [lo]vely {2} plain
-5 - Tlaw ] Blovos ege[Adoa]ves ... of Pan]dion having sallied
forth {or having driven out)
- % - TT — KékploTros &vTiBéou] ...of godlike [Ceer]ops. ..
1-s Bapdoavt] ... they (o having) subdued .. .

When this, the longest fragment, begins, the poet is speaking of the death of
Achilles (5—7). He mentions Homer and the fame conferred on the heroes
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of Troy (15—18). At line 19, he bids farewell 10 Achilles, and turns to his
own theme, which begins with the departure of the Spartans from home
for Plataca. The poet most likely means to equate the heroes of the Trojan
War with the recent ‘heroes’ of the Persian wars {Parsons 1gg2: 32). This
scenario, even in its fragmentary state, seems a far cry from H.’s account
{6-11). Simon. presents a glorious departure, with the Tyndaridae and
Menelaus accompanying Pausanias (25-34; most likely the army carried
carved images of them: Parker 1988: 147). In H., by contrast, the Spartans
march out at night after a protracted campaign of delay by the ephors,
who kept putting off the ambassadors from Athens, Plataea, and Megara
{8.1—2}, and send out the army only when persuaded by the Tegean Chileus
(g). It is also striking that at lines 30-31 both of the Tyndaridae arc said to
accompany Pavsanias to Plataea, since according to H. (5.75) the Spartans
passed a law that one of the Tyndaridae had always 10 remain in Sparta
with one of the kings whenever the other king went on campaign; this was
1 reaction to the dissension between the kings Cleomenes and Demaratus
during their abortive invasion of Attica in ¢. 506. For further discussion
seec Hornblower 2001: 140-2, who suggests that Simon. was portraying the
Dioscuri not as irnages, but rather as being present to the Spartans through
a religious epipaany.

Lines 35—41 may relate to the arrival of the Spartan army at the Isthmus
(36), ar Megara (37), and at Eleusis (40). Linc 41 possibly refers to the
Athenians joiniag up with the Peloponnesians at Fleusis, or (alternatively)
the Spartans d-iving the Persians from the land of Pandion, i.e. Attica.
Line 42 in particular has been the subject of much speculation. West reads
pov]Tios, and sces this as a refercnce to Teisamenus, relating it to the
sacrifices mentioned by H. at 1g.2 {although Teisamenus is first mentioned
by H. at 33). Passons, however, and most other editors read Kéxplotros and
refer this to the Spartan rescue of Athens (the land of Gecrops). It must be
stressed, however, that since these lines have been heavily restored on the
basis of H., the danger of circularity is extremely great.

Fx3 Spartans take up position on the Asopus? (POxy 2327 {r. 27 col. i)

Bep &Trd ugv Mdwv so that from the Med[es]
xexd Tepodov, Acpou B[ and Persians, and to/for Doros’
mtanot ked ‘Hpoxréos | 10 and Heracles® children . ..
of] & trwrel & weliov | who, when they [went?] into the plain . . .

el|ocwmoi 8" Eplodvey| and [the Medes?] appeared in sight of . ..
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Fua4 Prophecy of Teisamenus or of a divine speaker? (POxy 3965 fr. 21)

JaBov BaAropelv ...throw. ..
A éyw TroTauol Aaf ... 1say of the river . ..
Tpwar pdTa BlUn] . firstofall. ..
Sewov &poa] HOKETOY TE KOK [bv 5 ... [irre]sistible evil. ..
pvfuny fluaTa mavra ... for all time . ..
€ "Aloi[n]s fAdog veugavTols .. .shall drive [out of
Alsifal, having nodded in
approval
v ouppax]inv eidéwlv ... favouring a nfew] (or

[commo|n} alliance

For the thesis that this fragment is part of the prophecy mentioned by
H. (36) see West ap. IEG*® F 14; 1993: 8—9. It is possible, however, that
the prophecy in Simon. is not delivered by Teisamenus, but by a divine
speaker (as suggested by Rutherford 2001 48). At least as West restores
it, the prophecy is too elaborate to be the result of divination by extispicy
{the examination of entrails: see 33.10n., 361}, though it is possible that
Simon. had Teisamenus divine in some other, less prosaic manner. West
1993: g cites the example of Helenus, who somehow intuits or overhears the
deliberations of the gods at Il 7.44—53 (see Kirk 19go: 236--8). In H.’s ac-
count, by contrast, Teisamenus is only concerned with whether the Greeks
should cross the Asopus river or not; and thatis the standard tvpe of question
which a seer was competent to answer. Moreover, the fame of Teisamenus
rested on his five victories, of which Plataea was the first. At the time when
Simon. composed his' poem Teisamenus’ role may not have seemed as
significant as it did a generation or so later. See further Flower 2000: 67 n. g.

¥F 15-16 The wle of the Corinthians (Plut. Mal. Her. 872d4 POxy 3965 F &)

peooois &8 of 17 "Eeupny moAuiBoxa and in the middle both those who dwell
VOIETAOVTES, in many-fountained Ephyra,
TravToing &peThis (Bpies &v roRéuat men well versed in every sort of
excellence in war,
of e wéAw Malkoio Kopiviiov &oru and those who inhabiting the
VELOVTES Corinthian town, Glaukos’ city,
[—=%] k&AMwoTOV PEETUY ... established for themselves the fairest
¥BevTo OV witness of their toils,
xpuool TiunevTos v aifépr kai oty the precious gold in the rky, and it shall
&éel magnify for them
alrTédy T ebpelav KAnddva kal both their own far-famed glory and that

TATEPWV of their fathers.
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Whercas in H. the Gorinthians are part of the group that disobeys Pausa-
nias’ order and misses the-battle (52, 6g.1 with nn.), in Simon. they seem
to be given a prominent role in the battle: see Boedeker zoo1a: 132, It is
unclear, however, whether the words péooois & of T refer to the Corinthi-
ans being merely stationed in the middle of the battle line (as Luppe 1994
maintains) or actually fighting in that position. The latter interpretation,
however, is supported by Plut.’s rernark here, “But as for the Corinthians
and the position in which they fought the barbarians (T&&w fv dudyovro Tois
BapPdpers) and the consequence which the battle of Plataca had for them,
it is possible to learn this from Simonides.” In addition, the remark that
they ‘established for themsclves the fairest witness of their toils’ (4) suggests
that they actually took part in the pitched battle, rather than that they were
simply stationed in the batde line. In any case, the praise which Simon. has
heaped upon the Corinthians cannot be reconciled with their role in H,,
which is nothing more than to endure harassment by the Persian cavalry.

F vy Final battle near the sanctuary of Demeter? (POxy 3965 fi: 1g)

Anun| Demiet{rion] {or Demet[er]). ..
)_([p]ﬁuor 8 thing ...

ofy 88 Buf says. . .

&)'/ps'ro oe| P

Snpov | 5 for along tme. ..

ToUs of themn

puoiov | reprisal (7). ..

It has been claimed that this fragment refers to the battle near the temple
of Demeter mentioned by H. at 62.2 and 65.2. See Parsons 1992: 40; West
1963: 9. Rutherford 2001: 49 and Boedeker 2001 a: 130 suggest that pUoiov
{7) might refer to reprisals taken by Demeter for the Persian violation of
her temple; if so, Simon. was more explicit than H. as to the extent of the
goddess’ participation {see Intr. §6¢).
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